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NOTICE. 

In order to explain the meaning and show the propriety 
of some of the observations in the following discourse, it 
seems necessary that the peculiar circumstances of the 
death which occasioned it, should be briefly narrated. 

On the morning of the 17th of June, Mr. Smith, in usual 
health, left his house, and went about a mile and a half, to 
procure a few bundles of shingles. These he placed ina 
light waggon, and took his seat upon the top ofthem. He 
proceeded, without accident, a third of the distance; when, 
in descending a small declivity, as it would seem (for no 
human eye saw him) the bundle of shingles on which he 
sat,.came open, and some of its contents fell, and startled 
the horse. Mr. Smith, it appeared, slipped down be- 
tween the body of the waggon and the wheels, still keep- 
ing his hold of one rein; and in this perilous position, was 
dragged a fourth of a mile; whergis horse was stopped by 
a friend, and he was taken from Nhe waggon and con- 
veyed home, dreadfully mangled. The amputation of one 
leg was successfully performed, in the afternoon, and hopes 
were cherished of his recovery from his wounds and brui- 
ses. But Infinite Wisdom had otherwise determined. Na- 
ture was too feeble to bear the protracted anguish and loss 
of blood, which he suffered. 

Sensible that his time was come to die; he called his 
family around him, and affectionately gave them his part- 
ing counsel and blessing. Hecalmly expired, at 7 o’clock 
in the evening; leaving a wife, and four children to mourn 
their irreparable loss. 
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A SERMON, 


Preached at the Funeral of Mreo Joseph Smith, who died sudden- 
ly, on the Vth of June, 1830, in the 71st year of his age 


By Otis Thompson, 1. .M., Pastor of the Congregational 
Church in Rehoboth. 


WatTcu YE, THEREFORE; FOR YE KNOW NOT WHEN THE 
MASTER OF THE HOUSE COMETH, AT EVEN, OR AT MID- 
NIGHT, OR AT THE COCK-CROWING, OR IN THE MORNING; 
LEST, COMING SUDDENLY, HE FIND YOU SLEEPING.—.WVark, 
aii. 35, 36. 


These words were addressed by our Lord Jesus Christ 
to his primitive disciples, and through them to all his fol- 
lowers to the end of time. He had just uttered a two-fold 
prediction, relating more immediately to his coming to de- 
stroy Jerusalem, and more remotely to his coming to judge 
the world. ‘As he went out of the te mple, one of his 
disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones 
and what buildings are here. And Jesus answering said 
unto him, ‘‘Seest thouthese great buildings? ‘There shall 
not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down.” And when some of them asked him, When 

shall these thmgs be, and what shall be the sign, when all 
these things shall be fulfilled? He answered, ‘‘ When y 

shall see the abomination of desolation (or the abomination 
that maketh desolate, i. e. the Roman ensign) standing 
where it ought not (i. e. in the ly place of the templ 

then let them that be inyJudea, flee to the mountains, &c.”’ 
This seems to relate immediately to the destruction of Je- 


rusalem, which was accomplished by Titus, about forty 


years after Cc brist’s crucifixion. Our Lord then added, 
“In those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be 


sh 1] 1O vive her lig] 


darkened and the moon g it; and the 

stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heav- 
en shall be shaken; and then shall they see the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds, with great power and glory. 

And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather togeth- 
er his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part 
of heaven.—But, of that day and that hour, knoweth no 
man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the 
Son, but the father.”” This seems to refer, at least re. 
motely, to the end of the world and the day of judgment. 


But it may be applied, by way of accommodation, to the 
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time of death; for between death and judgment, there is a 
very near connection. As all mankind will be present at 
the day of judgment; so all mankind must experience the 
great c hange of death. As all mankind will be fixed in an 
unalterable state, at the day of judgment; so, at death, 
each person’s character and ‘condition are decided for eter- 
nity: ‘*In the place where the tree falleth, there it shall 
be:” as death leaves Of; so judgment will find us. As 
Christ wi'l come to judge the world; so he comes to each 
person, at the hour of leat to close his term of trial and 
remove him into the invisible world. As Christ, when he 
comes to judgment, “7 gather his elect from the four 
quarters of the earth; so, by death, he gathers them into 
his holy and heavenly kin edom. As Christ will come un- 

<pectedly to judgment; so he often comes suddenly to 
remove mankind by death. And, finally, as no one knows 
the day, when Christ will come to judg ment; so no one 
ee s the hour, when his Lord will come to call j him out 
of time into eternity. I shall therefore, on this occasion, 
consider the exhortation of our Divine Lord, with which 
he closes his discourse, as applicable to the time of each 
person’s death: * T ake ye heed, watch, and pray; for ye 
know not when the time is. For the Son of man is asa 
man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave au- 
thority to-his servants, and to every man his work, and 
commanded the porter to watch. Watch ye, therefore: 
for ye know not when the Master of the house cometh, at 
even, or at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, or in the 
morning; lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. And 
vhat I say unto you, I say unto all—warten.” 

Our text, thus applied, suggests this sentiment: 

Since death may come suddenly, men ought to watch 
and never be spiritually asleep. 

I propose to show, 

I. That death may come suddenly. 

II. What it is to watch. And 

Ill. Why; since death may come suddenly, men ought 
to watch and never be spi iritually asleep. 

I. Tam to show, that death may come suddenly. 

This will appear, if we consider, 

That no one knows the time of his death. ‘Ye know 
not when the Master of the house cometh.” Though God 
has told all men that they shall die; yet he has told no one 

when he shall die. And though he has set our bounds 
which we cannot pass; yet he has informed no one where 
his bound is set. From the course of Divine Providence, 
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no one can form a rational conjecturé’as to the time of his 
death. Some of every age, of every shade of character, 
and in every variety of circumstances, are arrested by the 
king of terrors. The youth knows not that he shall live 
to manhood: The middle-aged know not that they shall 
live to old age: And the aged know not but that God may 
add yet another year to their protracted lives. Since the 
time of death is thus totally uncertain; it may come unex- 
pectedly and suddenly to any man now living. 

2. Asthe time, so the manner of each person’s death, is to- 
tally uncertain. The means by which mankind are brought 
to death, are as various as the times at which they expire. 
Some die of disease, some by violence, some by those 
events which our ignorance calls accidents, and some with- 
out any apparent cause at all. No onecan calculate, from 
his bodily constitution or external circumstances, what the 
mode of his death will be. Men often in imagination antic- 
ipate the manner of their death; but the event generally 
shows themtheir mistake. Since, then, no one knows hew, 
any more than when he shall die; it is evident that any one 
may experience a sudden death. 

$. Those of mankind already dead, more generally died 
in a sudden manner; and hence we are led to conclude, 
that those who are now living may, and probably will, die 
suddenly. Of those who have died of the various diseases 
to which men are liable, how many experienced buta short 
sickness which soon terminated in death, unexpectedly 
both to themselves and their friends? 

Those who have died of more lingering disorders, have 
generally flattered themselves with hopes of recovery, till, 
in an unexpected moment, their ‘ breath went forth,’ and 
their * hopes perished.’ Very many who died of sickness 
or age, had no warning whatever of the approach of the 
last enemy. So that, of those who have died what 
may be termed a natural death, the great majority have 
died suddenly. But what countless multitudes, in their 
full strength and activity, wholly at ease and free from ap- 
prehension, have been swept away by those innumerable 
casualties which befall the frail children of men? It must 
be obvious, that of those who have already passed the 
change of death, the vast majority have died suddenly; 
from whence it is just to conclude, that those who are now 


alive upon the earth, will probably die in a sudden and un- 
expected manner. I am, 


Il. To show what it is to watch. 
To watch, ina natural sense, is to keep awake and be on 
one’s guard against enemies or danger. Ina spiritual sense, 
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in which the term is used in our text, to watch is to be in 
a state opposite to stupidity and spiritual sloth, inattention 
and negligence. We may here consider watchfulness as 
opposed, in the first place, to stupidity—in the second 
place, to procrastination—and in the third place, to carnal 
security. 

1. Watching is opposite to stupidity. ‘Man is born as 
the wild ass’s colt.’ And most men remaih brutishly stu- 
pid with regard to the concerns of the soul. They pay 
less attention to the ‘one thing needful,’ than to the mer- 
est trifle of time and sense. They give themselves not the 
least concern about death, judgment andeternity. ‘Their 
inward thought is, that their houses will continue forever, 
their dwelling places to all generations.” They expect 
‘to-morrow will be as this day , and much more abundant’ 
in temporal enjoy ment. 

In opposition to such stupid neglect of the soul, those 
who may be considered as w atching, have been awakened 
to serious attention to their spiritual concerns. The 
have been led to consider the inestimable worth of their 
souls, their constant liability to death, the reality of a fu- 
ture state, the certainty of the general judgment, their lost 
condition by nature, their perishing need of One ‘ mighty 
to save,’ and the indispensable necessity of § repentance to- 
ward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.’ They 
have been excited to inquire in earnest, each one; ‘* What 
shall I do to be saved?” 

2. Watching may be considered as opposed to procrasti- 
nation. ‘There are many, who have, at times, been awak- 
ened to serious consideration, who yet are disposed to 
postpone the concerns of their souls to a future time. 
They are convinced of their need of preparation for judg- 
ment and ete rnity, and they intend to make preparation 
before they die, as they have not made up their minds to 
‘lie down in everlasting sorrow;’ but they are far from 
being disposed to do it at present: they have several 
things to do first: they are quite too busy and too happy, 
at present, to think of engacing in the serious, and to 
them, irksome and gloomy duties of religion. 

In opposition to such dangerous delay, those who watch 
in the sense of our text, give immediate attention to their 
spiritual interests. They perceive the folly, guilt, and 
presumption, of putting off religion to a ‘more convenient 
season,’ which there is no reason to expect will ever come. 
The ‘ past time of their lives suffices them’ to have served 
sin and Satan. They have no desire to remain longer at 
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enmity with God, and in ‘ the gall of bitterness and bond 
of iniquity.” They are ready to choose, this day, that 
they ‘ will serve the Lord,’ and obey the Gospel of Christ. 
They make ‘religion their first, as well as main concern. 
They renounce every false way, turn from their sinful 
courses, give God their hearts now, and begin without de- 
Jay the practice of every known duty. 

$3. Watching may be considered as opposed to carnal 
security. Carnal security is the reverse of that good hope 
through grace, which results from a lively exercise of the 
Christian affections and a diligent performance of the 
Christian duties. It is a false security, for which there is 
no foundation in reason or the word of God. Some feel 
safe, because they believe there is no future punishment. 
A deceived heart has turned them aside from the truth, and 
led them into Deism or Universalism, which are near akin, 
and equally irrational and unscriptural. Some feel safe, 
because they imagine that, at some period past, they were’ 
converted; though they have only ‘a dead faith,’ a bare 
speculative belief, or delusive notion that Christ and sal- 
vation are theirs, without ‘accepting the punishme nt of 
their iniquities,’ or denying themselves for Christ’s sake. 
Others feel safe, because they pay a decent respect to the 
externals of religion, while ‘they neglect the weightier 
matters,’ and haveat best only ‘ the form of godliness, de- 
nying the power thereof,’ and perhaps even ‘denying the 
Lord that bought them.’ 

On the contrary, those who watch, are such as give dil- 
igence ‘to make their calling and election sure.’ They 
are not disposed either to build their hope upon past ex- 
perience, without perseverance in holiness, or to rest sat- 
isfied with past attainments, without pressing forward to- 
wards the mark of perfection. They ‘examine, prove, 
and know themselves, and guard against the lusts of the 
flesh, the allurements of the world, and the devices of Sa- 
tan. They consider themselves as in an enemy’s land, and 
feel the need of much caution, great diligence, and ferven 
prayer. They realize their dependence upon God, and 
walk humbly and softly before him; while they trust in his 

wisdom and goodness to order all events for the best, and 
are thus prepared to meet him in all the opening scenes of 
his Providence. They consider themselves as pilgrims 
and strangers on earth, and neither expect aor desire to be 
released from their labors and trials, till they arrive at that 
‘rest which remaineth to the people of God.’ Iam, in the 
last place, 
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Ill. To show why, since death may come suddenly, 

men ought to watch ‘and never be spiritually asleep. 
m The general reason is, that unless they watch, they are 
liable to be surprised by death. When the ehemy is near, 
if a sentinel suffers himself to sleep, he is exposed to be 
taken by surprise. And when men are spiritually asleep, 
should they be suddenly overtaken by death, as they al- 
ways may be, they must be exceedingly surprised. This 
is the reason used by our Lord to impress his exhortation 
in our text: ** Watch ye, therefore; for ye know not when 
the Master of the house cometh—lest, coming suddenly, 
he find you sleeping.” This must be dreadful to both 
saints and sinners. 

It is dreadful to saints, to be surprised by death. Though 
the covenant of ¢ rac e secures the salvy ation of every saint; 
yet it must be very * shocking even to a saint, toreceive a 
summons to leave the world in an unexpected moment, 
when off his watch, ina lifeless, inactive state, surfeited 
with worldly cares, and destitute of spiritual life. The 
wise virgins, though they had oil in their vessels, were 
much alarme d, when the cry of the Bridegroom’s ap proac h 
aroused them from their guilty slumbers. And so it must 
be with all saints, who are sudde nly called to appear be- 
fore God, when spiritually aslee p- Saints are not actually 


prepared for death, unless their souls, as well as their 
houses, are set in order, and their lamps trimmed and burn- 
ing. Saints are not actually prepare x1 for death, unless 
they are weaned from the world, spiritually minded, and 
hungering and thirsting after righteousness. They are not 


= 


actually prepared for death, unless they are watchful and 
prayertul and diligently engaged in all the duties of their 
gh and holy vocation. 
But if it is dreadful for saints to be su ir prise d by death 
how much more so for sinners. They are in nei ither ac- 
ual nor habitual readiness to meet the king of terrors. 
They are without holiness, and. unprepared to see God. 


They are without an interest in Christ, and the wrath of 
! 
i 


tod abideth upon them. If, in this state of spiritual sleep 
‘nd spiritual death, their souls are suddenly required of 

em. how awful their condition! There remaineth noth- 
ing for them but ‘a fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation.’ Ifa sinner, when suddenly arrested by 
death, is ina state 6f stupidity; then how dreadful it must 
be for him to be awakened in hell? If he be procrastina- 
ting, then how terrible, to be hurried away inan unex- 
pected moment, to that world, in which there is no plece 
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for repentance nor room for pardon? If he be carnally 
secure; then how shocking the disappointment, to be sud- 
denly destroyed, and that without remedy! Since these 
things are So; is it not solemnly important, that living men 
should watch, and never be spiritually asleep? 

The truly affecting occasion, which has called us to this 
house of mourning, is calculated to impress ceeply upon 
every mind the appropriate subject to which your atten- 
tion has been directed. Seldom has a dispensation of 
Providence occurred, in this or any place, which more 
strikingly illustrates the total uncertainty of human life, the 
danger of spiritual sleep, and the importance of watchful- 
ness and prayer and constant preparation for eternity, than 
that which has so suddenly deprived this family of its head, 
and this community of one of its most upright, useful and 
respectable members. Who of usall, onthe morning of last 
Thursday, was more likely, in human view, to live through 
the day, than he, who now lies before us,a lifeless corpse? 
What can be more unexpected, than ihe fatal accident, 
which, in an awful moment, mangled his limbs, and sub- 
jected him to a painful surgical operation, which frail na- 
ture was too weak long to survive. Surely, ‘‘ Man know- 
eth not his time: as the fishes that are taken in an evil net, 
as the birds that are caught in the snare; so are the sons of 
men snared in an evil time; when it falleth suddenly upon 
them.” : 

We can all see, now, how needful it was, that our de- 
ceased friend should have been in a watchful state, a pray- 
erful frame, and actual preparation for death and eternity. 
That he was so, in some measure, there is ground to hope. 
Many years ago, his attention was awakened to the truths 
of the gospel and the concerns of the soul. He became 
convinced of the native depravity of his heart, and of the 
necessity of the second birth, in order to see the kingdom 
of heaven. After a season of mental distress, he became, 
as he afterwards hoped, reconciled to God. That the 
change which he then experienced, was of a genuine and 
saving nature; seemed to be evinced by a life of uniform 
sobriety and integrity, by a diligent attendance on the 
means of grace, and by a uniform attachment to the cause 
of divine truth, sound morals, and pure religion. He fre- 
quently contemplafed a public profession of his faith, which 
was hindered, in times past, by diffidence respecting his 
own experience, and doubts respecting an ordinance of the 
gospel; and more recently, by the peculiar state of things 
in this place. The calmnessand remarkable fortitude with 
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which he bore the shock and agony of his Jast.tgial, indi- 

cate habitual faith and trust in God, and submission to bis 
will. That one possessing so much natural sensibility and 
acute feeling, should have passed through sach an unex- 
pected scene of torture and anguish, are a murmur, 
and almost without a groan; can hardly be accounted for, 
without supposing th: it his ‘ mind was st: ayed on God,’ and 
that he was sustained by divine power and comforted by 
the Divine Spirit. 

This thought must tend greatly to mitigate the pungent 
grief of the sorrowful Wipow. She does not mourn as 
‘those who have no hope.’ May she be enabled to mourn 
as one who has faith and hope in God, and resignation to 
his holy, sovereign will. There is no need, if I were able, 
to paint the scene of suffering through which she has pass- 
ed. It is still too viv idly belore the e yes of her mind. I 
would rather point her wounded spirit to the only source 

of consolation—the government of God. 

He, who is infinite ly wise, and good, and gracious, who 
‘doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men, 
has mingled for her the bitter cup of bereavement, because 
He saw it needful to answer the most benevolent ends. 
She has reason, therefore, to say as David did; “I was 
dumb, I opened not my mouth; because Tuovu didst it.” 
If she can cordially say this; instead of ‘refusing to be 
comforted,’ she will, like Job. bless God, when He taketh 
away, as well as whdn He giveth. May she ‘cast her 
heavy burden on the Lord,’ and be sustained. May she 
commit herself and her children to Him, who is the Fath- 
er of the fatherless, and the widow’s God. 

How sore the bereavement, which in an unexpected 
hour, has deprived these Children of their earthly father, 
supporter, and guide? The Lord help them to bear sub- 
missively the burden of affliction, in their-youth. They 
have no room to complain of injustice, or wroug; for God 
has taken his own, in a time and way, that seemed good in 
his sight. Let them ‘cease from man, whose breath is in 
his nostrils;’? and O, let them feel, as they never felt be- 
fore, that “‘ one thing is needful”—that Religion is all! ’ 

The voice of Providence, to each of the mourning Rela- 
tives and Friends, is, ‘‘Be ye also ready; for in such an 
hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh.” 

The Providence of God concurs with his word in teach- 
ing a solemn lesson to all in this neighborhood. Its Jan- 
guage is, ‘“*The time is short—Your life is a vapour—Boast 
uot yourselves of to-morrow—There is but a step between 


er ae eee 





170 Leller. AvucusrT, 


you, and.death—Behold, now is the accepted time: be- 
hold, now is the day of salvation! 
Let saints arise and irun their lamps, and stand in the 


5 


posture of servants waiting for the coming of their Lord. 
Let sinners awake from tupid ty , and attend tothe con- 

cerns of their souls: for he, that being often re proved, harden- 

eth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without reme- 


dy. Amen. 


IN MAKING A RK { OF RELIGION, 


My, Dear Fi ten 1—Many scenes which God mercifully causes 
his creatures to pass through in this world, if properly improved, are 


well adapted to make a deep: and salutary impression upon their 


minds as long as they exist [his is eminently true respecting the 


public and solemn covenant 1 expect shortiy to make with the 
ay | ‘ 


great t of all beines, and for > vossible period of d iration, 
i i 


Searce any events in this lile ‘e more interesting and 5s emn than 
publicly entering into covenant with God and his pl , in the pres- 
ence of the holy and heart searching Jehovah, and his visible and in- 
visible. holy and unholy creatures. ‘To assist you in forming a 
proper estimate of the nature, solemnity and importance of this 
transaction, [ cheerfully devote this hour; and the more so because 
I have ever been pained when I have seriously reflected upon the 
apparently t ioughtless manner in which { first made this engage- 
ment. 


As a preliminary 1 I ‘annot | ndulee my fe 


ing to you, QO, 1s it ble tha iltv, loathsome a1 


serving creatures as we are, can be pe mitted to take the nan 
seal, and the covenant of such a being as God is upon us? 

back but a few weeks, and what was your character and con 
With a heart full of enmity against God, whose infinitely glorious 
and lovely character you both saw and hated, how would you have 


} > 


ition 


fain fled forever out of his boly and rizhteous hands. Is it possible 
for us to describe or conceive an object in kind, more hateful and ill- 
deserving than God saw you to be ? How justly might the “‘great- 
ness of his excellency”’ have been displayed in casting you off forev- 
er, for exercising such enmity against infinite goodness and loveli- 
ness? Ifit is not now, what an awful uncertainty it then appeared 
to yon, whether you would ever be raised to heaven, or sunk to the 
lowest bell’—-Whether you should ever be brought to condemn your- 
self, and justify God in your righteous condemnation, or remain an 


enemy to him forevei And since you have been led to hope that 
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you have, through grace, become a new creature, how has your 


guilt been augmented by numerous if not constant sins, much more 
aggravated, because committed against greater light and love, 


What grief have the sins of each day of your life occasioned in the 


heart of the blessed God, whose pure, permanent aud infinite good- 


ness constantly fills the universe with his glory. Oh! what a load 


h nume- 


of guilt and unworthiness must lie upon you forever, for suc 
rous and aggravated sins, against such a God as Jehovah is. Is it 
possible that such sins can be forgiven? And what ts a greater won- 


der still, and the one I have had particularly in my mind while m- 


dulginge the foregoing reflections, can such creatures as we are be 
admitted into fellowship wih God 
th 


who have never sinned Such infinite grace and condeseens 


and those he ly beings in h ivewu 


’ 


alone, is enough to fill the universe with endless astonishn 
ture and praise. How necessary, how glorious at 

the way of salvation thro : 

catches the sentim 

those who have been r med 

blood of the Lamb Nothing b 

der to devote ourselves immediate} 

service of sucha God asthe Bible and 

privilege of thus doing. If you should 

voting yourself to God, the covenant wi 

minable ages of eternity, and draw after it cons 

portance of which you can at present have no more a 

tion, than of the duration of endless existence. In the 
scripture, it will be ‘a perpetual covenant, never to 


The nature of the covenant which all mankind ovghi 
and which all real christians do make with God, 
ing away of themselves, and all their interests entirely and 
into his hands, and a solemn engagement to be constantly { 


in their affections, conduct and influence. It is a vow whicl 


1 j t P 1! i 
never be taken back or annulled, to obey from the heart all th 
mands which God has revealed to us, walk in all his precept 


godly sincerity, and act constantly and with all our strength for tl 


highest interests of his kinedom, whether in prosperity or adversity, 


” J 
in life or in death, in happiness or in misery. It implies the ever- 


lasting renunciation of all our selfish hopes, selfish interests and sel- 
fish enjoyments. 

Can you do this from the heart, and thus give away yourself and 
all your temporal and eternal interests entirely and forever into the 
hands of your holy and sovereign Creator? If you can, you are en- 
titled through infinite grace, to the seal of Giod’s everlasting cove- 
nant, to a seat at his table, to the fellowshlp of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and his people, and to all the precious joys and sorrows of 
the christian life. You will be entitled to the watch and care, the 
warnings and admonitions, the instructions and faithful discipline of 
the church of Christ upon earth. You are entitled to the gracious 
promises of God to his people, which will raise every one of them 
from their sins, the sorrows and the sufferings of this life, to the per 
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fect holinoss and bliss of heaven. You are an heir to those joys 
which ‘‘ eye hath not seen, nor ear-heard, neither have entered the 
heart of man.”’ You are entitled to feast your soul forever upon 
the glories of the ever blessed God, to penetrate as far as you 
can the incomprehensible perfections of his charaeter, and to admire 
and adore him with increasing interest and joy forever, as new beau- 
ties and glories perpetually burst forth upon your astonished, enrap- 
tured mind. You are invited and entitled to gratify and feast all 
your thirst for knowledge by forever contemplatlag his great and 
marvellous works, espec ially the great work of redemption, the glo- 
ry of which eclipses all his other works. You are even entitled to 
a humble part in the perpetual celebration of that new song, which 
the highest angel in heaven can never learn, But remember that 
these promises are made to none but those who persevere in holy 
obedience lo their Creator. 

‘Fhe solemnity of entering into such a covenant with God will nev- 
er be fully appreciated by you in this life. It will draw upon you 
the eyes, the frowns, and if you are truly faithful to God, the perse- 
cution of the world. But what is far more interesting and affecting 
to you, it will make your sins unspeakably more criminal. Af- 
ter having solemnly vowed to be faithful to God, as long as you 
exist, if you should ever turn fromr him to your se ssh interests and 
enjoymeuts, as you doubtless will every day if not every hour you 
live upon the earth, that instant in your affections, you join all his 
enemies in lhe universe, and become a traitor to his throne. 
This engagement will add to all your others, a voluntary obhiga- 
tion, the violation of which has ever been justly considered a most 
heinous and detestable crime, 

Such is he nature and solemnity of the engagement you are ex- 
ternally about to make. I may have said nothing but what you 
have frequently heard, but [ was desirous of recalling and fixing 
your attention upon these reflections, that you may act understand- 
ingly when you take upon yourself the name, the seal, and the cove- 
nant of the mre Searcher of Hearts. And I pray God you may 
act from the heart as well as from the understanding, for his cause 
in this place needs all your influence, all your prayers, onl all your 
exertio s. The evils which prevail here ought to make the hearts 
of the righteous bleed, and fill their souls with such ardent holy de- 
sire, that their prayers would ascend without ceasing for God to 
; have pity for his holy name,’ and appear to vindic ate the honor of 
his glorious perfections,—that he would save sianers around us 
who are bent on destruction, and just ready to take the awful 
plunge from the highest heaven of privilege, into the lowest hell of 
despair and misery. 

It would give me much pleasure to believe that I may hope ever 
to receive your prayers, and those of all my other dear friends who 
love the precious cause of truth, of Zion, of Christ; for which I 
hope ever to be ready to endure self-denial and efiliction, if that is 
the will of God, which is always right, and ever best. 

Yours, truly. §. C. 
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Gop’s GOVERNMENT OF THE MORAL WORLD, 


Mr. Editor—In the course of my miscellaneous reading, I re- 
ceutly perused a sermon, from which I selected the following ex- 
tracts, as deserving more than ordinary attention. The design of 
the sermon was to illustrate this sentiment: God intends, by the in- 
strumeniality of his word, to accomplish the good pleasure of his 
willin the moral world. From this se ntiment, briefly illustrated 
and strikingly enforced, the preacher deduces the two inferences 
which follow, and which I have selected as differing materially from 
much of the preaching of modern times, and as demanding serious 
consideration, 

‘1. If, in every thing, God has acted with a view to a fixed end, 
then, whatever has taken place, has formed a part of his plan or 
purpose. He has created all things to promote a certain design. 
Every intermediate step in the process, necessary to the end, must 
have been before him, and received the sanction of his will. It is 
his province, since both means and ends are dependant on himself, 
to determine the means, by which he will accomplish his designs. 

From the nature of his infinite perfections, we cannot but suppose, 
that God saw at one glance, with boundless comprehensive view, 
the best possible end of being, and the best possible means of ac- 
complishing that end. "We cannot, therefore, suppose that he would 
permit any thing to exist, which, under all the circumstances of its 
existence, and in its assigned and appropriaie place, should not be 
best calculated to execute his infinitely wise and holy determinations. 
He has under his control, and has always had, all the agents, both 
in the natural and moral world; and nothing could, at any time 
have taken place, which he did not see wisest and best, in relation 
to all purposes. 

All the natural and moral evil there ever was, or will be in the 
universe, as well as all the holiness and happiness, must stand con- 
nected with his grand plan of government. And this is a view of 
the subject, that cannot fail to be peculiarly grateful to a pious 
mind. It isa matter, for which the holy universe will forever bless 
God, that he has as direct a control over the volitions and actions 
of all wicked beings, as he has over those of holy beings; and that 
he is controlling the former, as well as the latter, in such a way, as 
to declare his richest and highest praise. 

Tis infinitely desirable that he should control the wicked, by an 
agency, as direct, positive and efficient, as he does holy beings. If 
his eye were not fixed upon all the path of the wicked, and his hand 
did not place their steps, who can tell, what the result of their wick- 
ed conduct might not be? But as it is, God holds them in his hands, 
and controls all their ways for his own glory. 

On this point the Scriptures are remarkably explicit and full— 
“1 am the Lord that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the 
heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself; that 
frustrateth the tokens of liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turn- 
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eth wise men backward and maketh their knowledge foolish.”’ “I 


the light and create darkness; [| make peace and create evil; 


ve Lord, do all these things: Declaring the end from the begin- 
ning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, say- 
ing, my counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.” The 
Bible teached us that God absol tely, directly and continually con- 
trols the wicked, as well as the righteous. He employs them in 
those departments of his 1 vernment, for which he has fitted 
them bi his invisible a by. w important is it, that sinners 
should feel this; and t ite ; hould know and ac- 
knowledge it 
and operations, brings him near to 
| 
| 


I 
incalculable i portance to all our 
and benevolent plan of admin- 

"one of his creatures is a matter 

ohty events and revolutions that 

mong the nations of the earth, 

tewed ia conjunction with the great 
operations, than the seemingly, most indif- 


nt is Of an obscure individual How wonderful is that Be- 
ing, who sur immensity with a glance, and at the same instant, 


h ry sparrow that falls 


those who would 

oe the existenee of sin 
rescrive limits to the prerogative 

vy not what th y do. We doubt not 

their intentio may be g xl; and that they act under an impress- 
ion, that they are doing God service, and are saving his character 
from repre ach: But we must be permitted to doubt, whether they 
take the best method to accomplish their object, and to exhibit the 


glory of Ais wisdom and benevolence. 


It is very diflicult to perceive, now an infinite Being, who has cre- 
} | 


ati yet be so sit- 
uated, with regard to the means necessary to promote that end, as 
that they shou! | for m bo direct part ot bis plan, but b » left to éxist 


as a matter of bare permission, or chance. I say chance, because 


all things with a view to a particular end, shoul 


a permission that excludes positive decree, puts the whole system of 
means on the ground of mere contingency. It is equally difficult 


to conceive how the will of an infinite being can be otherwise than 
efficient. 

The impotency of human purposes, consists in an inability to con- 
trol the means necessary to the end. But as both the means, and 
the end, lie equally in the purpose of God, and must, of necessity, 
according to the present constitution of things; God must create and 


control the one, by an ageucy, as direct and efficient, as he does the 
other. How can the divine Being know, with respect to any given 
event, that is future, that it will come to pass? Does he know it 
ouly, because he will permit creatures to act in a given way? Then 


what is it, that renders it certain, that they will act in a given way? 
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For the certainty of the event must be established, before it can be 
foreknown. Who establishes this certaii ty? Is it God, by per- 
mission? But if the certainty depends o1 permission, then where is 
the difference between permission and decree? If the permission 
renders it.certain, then the decree docs no more. It will thence-be 
seen, that all attempts to modify, or explain away, the plain com- 
mon sense, as well as Bible doctrine, that God moves, by his efh- 
cient will, the whole system o oral ageney, is but to darken 
counsel by words witl it k 


The above extracts, Mr. Editor, are well calculated, it appears to 


me, to exhibit the absurdity of that new faneled system ol pret nded 


orthodoxy, which sets limits to the Most High, by saying that sin is 

| i Pom I t nt system of tl nes, and is no part 
of God’s ric pian. ld ti { all who en ace this syste! . 
could be induced s } ») perus » extracts. UH you think 
them coincident w h int ‘your publication, and ealeu- 
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one of your readers. at least. to ha hem inserted L. M 


mr } 
I ne cdecisi 


of this periodical! 
tract from bis | 


18@2 ” 
i100 


“To be considered a newspaper vecessary the publication 
should contain adv tisen { , ae. SU iry of news or notice of 
current events If, hereafter, any portior of it should be devoted 
to the information of the day, it will become proper to consider it a 
rewspaper, and to rate the postage on it as such. 

W. T. BARRY.” 
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In this de 
devote a portion of each WMoer of our work, to intelligence, news, 
or ‘* the information of the day,” agreeably to the original plan of 
the publication, as thus ex; ressed in the introduction to the first 
volume—*“‘ For the eratincation of such rea ers, aS may not have 
access to other sources of information, an abstract of Re ligious In- 
telligence is proposed, and the usual notices of Ordinations, Anni- 
versaries of charitable societies and new Publications. In those in- 
stances, in which we may have dep: d from the above plan, it has 
been owing rather to inadvertance, and the narrow limits of our 

It may now be considered as settled, that the postage of this pa- 
per, to any place within the State in which it ts printed, is one cent; 
to any place without that State, not distant more than one hundred 
miles, one cent—orer a hundred miles, one and half cent. 


work, than to any change of pu 
; 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


RELIGIOUS, 

Revivals of Religion.—It is mentioned in the Christian Mirror, 
that revivals exist or have recently taken place in Blandford, Wi eal 
field, Springfield, West Spring rfield, South Wilbraham, Monson 
and Brimfield in the county of Hampden; and in South Hadley, 
Granby, Belchertown and Ware, in the county of Hampshire, 
Mass. Forty-four Presbyteries sent in their reports to the General 
Assembly, at their late session in Philadelphia, *¢ of the visitation 
of God’s Spirit, and of hundreds of sinners converted by his power.’ 

We learn from the Missi mary Herald of July, that “the Cey- 
lon Mission is again favored with the influences of the Holy Spirit.” 

SECULAR. 

“The Treasurer of the Massachusetts General Hospital, has the 
pleasure tp acknowledge the receipt of five thousand dollars, as a do- 
nation from a Merchant.’’— Boston Transcript. 

The Worcester County Historical Society, will celebrate the hun- 
drvedth anniversary of the incorporation of that county, on the 22d 
instant. 

Weatson’s A e of Wesley, has just been published in this city, by 
S. Hoyt & Co. Franklin Buildings. It is a neat edition; and the 
ente rprising y publishe rs succeeded in having it stereotyped by James 
Conner, printed, bound, and ready for delivery within ten days from 
their receipt of the first copy of the English work that had ever 
crossed the Atlantic. It contains 328 pages 12 mo. and is embel- 
lished with an elegant likeness of Wesley, engraved by 

, FOREIGN 

France seems on the eve of fresk troubles. 

The Poles are again victorious, and seem to have expelled the 
Russians from their territory, 


Longacre. 


Greece.—The general condition of things is not very satisfacto- 
ry, and there are fears of fresh disturbances. The wliole of Bosnia 
is ina complete state of insurrection against the Sultan. Several 
French men of war had crossed the Adriatic, probably to influence 


the negotiations between France and Rome.—Gen. of T: mp 
nacelle 
tc This number is a week later than it should be; owing to the 
indisposition of one of the Printers 


a 


SCOTT’S FAMILY BIBLE, with critical Notes and practical Obser- 
vations, in 6 Octavo vols. —Price 13 dollars—For sale at No. 5, Market- 


Square, by 


BREWER & WILCOX, 
thee Sa a : de 
(HREE First VoLuMeEs or rHE HopKiINs!1AN MAGAZINE, 
either Half-bound, or in Boards, may be had, entire, or in single volumes, 
at very reduced prices, at the Book-store of 


HUTCHENS & SHEPARD, 

First deor West of the Bridge 

~ WILLIAM MARSHALL & Co No. 12, Market-Square 
will execute orders of any amount for B 
manner, with promptness, an 
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